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DEFENCES OP PHILADELPHIA IN 1777. 

CONTRIBUTED BY WORTHINGTON CHAUNCEY FORD. 

(Continued from page 353.) 

brigadier- 

" Sir : 

" Your Exc 1 *' fav r of the 27 th was handed to me This 
afternoon, previous to my rec' of it I had given orders to 
several of the Militia officers of This part of the Country 
to Assemble their men — and have used my endeavours with 
Gen 1 Newcomb to obtain a return of The men it is said he 
has assembled That They might be put on some Duty either 
in the Garrisons or on some out guards — But the Gen 1 abso- 
lutely refuses to render me any Ace* of himself or his men 
— y* I am not able to Inform your Excel y whether Gen 1 
[Silas] Newcomb really has or has not any men Assembled. 

" The Excessive rainy weather has prevented the Troops 
from Monmouth and Burlington Coming forward as fast as 
I could have wished — They are however some of Them This 
day advanced as far as haddon field, and will in The Morn- 
ing be down when I will Immediately incorporate them 
with the Two Garrisons — They will not be equal to there 
wants, yet they will be a feeling reinforcement. — had it not 
been for the Excessive rains for some Days past I should have 
had more men Collected Then woold have been Necessary 
to man Red Bank and Fort Mifflin ; and yet Think I Could 
be able to Collect a respectable body of Militia was I able 
to overcome the Obstinac} 7 of, or to Displace, Gen 1 Newcomb. 

" from the best information I can Collect he has at no 

1 In connection with these letters should be read a series from Major 
John Clark, Jr., to Washington, published by this Society in the first 
volume of its Bulletin, 1845-1847. Major Clark was under orders to 
obtain intelligence of the enemy's movements in and about the city, and 
acquitted himself in a highly satisfactory manner. 
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time given any assistance either to The Garrisons or the 
fleet — particularly in The late Attack on red Bank he 
neither harrassed The Enemy in their Advance, During 
the Assault or in Their retreat. 

" he Thinks himself only Accountable to The Gov r [Liv- 
ingston] and Major Gen 1 Dickinson — I should be glad of 
your Excel* 8 directions respecting my treatment of him. 1 

" On Sunday Last a number of Marines and Highlanders 
Landed at Billings Port — and have been Imployed in Throw- 
ing up a five gun Battery on the water side below the Bank, 
as we suppose to prevent our Gaily men geting the Guns 
and provisions out of the Two Ship of war y 6 were blown 
up the Day of the attack on the Chevaux de frize. The 
Deserters and prisoners Differ in their Ace" of Their Num- 
bers — some of Them say Three or four hundred, others say 
not more then 150. 

" The Late rain and Winds have Occasioned an Uncom- 
mon High Tide, all the Meadowes are under Water, and I 
am sorry to inform your Exce ly y* we have much reason to 
fear Fort Miflin will receive Very Considerable Dammage. 

" One of the Enemies Bridges of Boats over the Schuyl- 
kill has broak loose in the Deluge and Drifted off — A very 
Considerable part of it is allready brought under red Bank, 
and at sun down when I left The Fort the row Gallymen 
ware going after the remainder. 

" At Two o'Clock This day a Number of the British 
Troops (by Estimation 1000) ware seen Crossing the Mouth 
of Schuylkill to province Island & for a Considerable Time 
stood paradred on The hill round y e Pest House — (the only 
Dry ground in y* Nabourhood,) a small mist prevented our 

1 " General Newcomb's conduct is such as might naturally be expected 
from a Gentleman who was made a General, because your Excellency did 
not think him fit for a Collonel. ... If he makes any more Difficulties 
of that kind, I doubt not, by his present down-hill character with the 
present house, he will run a great risque of being superceded, which I 
may venture to say would prove no Loss to his Country." — Governor Liv- 
ingston to Washington, November 5, 1777. For Washington's opinion of 
Newcomb's uselessness, see my " Writings of Washington," Vol. VI. pp. 
157, 169. 
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observing where They afterwards went to — The Troops y* 
I mentioned to have Crossed on Sunday, we have heard 
nothing of since — but Think it highly probable They re- 
turned. 

"from the spirits of the Garrison at red Bank, the rein- 
forcements your Bxce ly mentions sending and the Militia y* 
I flatter myself I shall raise, I hope we shall be able to give 
a good Ace' of The Enemy should They make a Second 
Attempt on this post — all though This post is of great Im- 
portance to Them — I cannot believe They will Dare to send 
a Very Considerable body of Men to invest it — Least They 
Lay Their grand Army too open to an Attac from your 
Exce 17 . 

" We have the pleasure to hear y*your Excel 7 has re cd The 
Articles of Capitulation of Gen 1 Burgoin's Army. I beg 
most Heartily to Congratulate your Excel 7 on pleasing 
appearance of our affairs. I have &c 

"David Forman. 

" M* Ladds Near Red Bank 
" 29 October, 1777." 

LORD STIRLING TO WASHINGTON. 

" Beading, October 29 1777 
"Dear Sir 

" After leaveing Potsgrove I could not meet with any 
place where I could Conveniently put up 'till I came to this 
place, and I find myself so much better for the Rest I had 
here that I intend to set out for Camp again as soon as I 
find the Roads are passable with a Carriage. On Saturday 
last I sent off to Camp an Officer with 64 men fit for Duty, 
there remain in this place 244 wounded, 63 sick, & 57 Con- 
valessents — in a very few days near 100 more of them may 
be sent to Camp I am &c 

" Stirling. 

"Poor Smith, D. A. G. is dead of his wound. Lieut. 
Baylor recovering fast. Major Clow very HI. Lieut. Ran- 
dolph better. 



466 Defences of Philadelphia in 1777. 

" P.S. — I take the Liberty of enclosing a Memorandum 
of a few thoughts which have occurred to me, for your Ex- 
cellency's peruseal. 

{Enclosure.'] 

" The Enemy probably will detach another Body of Men 
to Attack Red Bank with heavier Cannon, & by a Cannon- 
ade in breach endeavour to render an Assault more practi- 
cable & more suceessfull. I say it is probable, because I 
believe they are now Convinced that it is their only Chance 
of Opening the Communication between their fleet and 
Army at Philadelphia; and that without it, they cannot 
long exist there. We should therefore do everything in 
our power to retard & render difficult their Operations on 
that side; by Collecting the Militia & setting them at 
work in destroying all the Bridges, Causeways, & Roads 
between Cooper's ferry & that fort, & in harrassing them 
whenever they do approach, & whenever it is discovered 
that tbey are about to make an Attempt that way, I would 
send a respectable Body of Continental Troops to Counter- 
act their operations. 

" If this should not soon appear to be their Intentions, 
they must mean to retire from Philadelphia to the other 
side of Schuylkill, or to give this Army Battle — the first 
should be prevented, and the latter in our present scituation 
avoided, if possible ; I would therefore be for passing the 
whole Army (except 1000 men) over the Schuylkill and 
takeing post somewhere near Radnor Meeting House, where 
we should be equally distant from all the fords on Schuyl- 
kill below the Valley forge, & by Vigilantly watching them 
on such timely Notice of their Motions as would put it in 
our power to attack them on their March with the greatest 
Advantages. Our Station on that side the Schuylkill would 
put it in our power Effectually to Cutt off their Communi- 
cation by land between their fleet & Army, and would 
reduce Gen 1 Howe to force a march under every disadvan- 
tage. The 1000 men left on this side the River would 
under a Vigilant Officer be Sufficient to prevent their small 
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parties from Ravaging the Country & gaining intelligence ; 
our whole Army in their present Scituation can do no more." 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL JAMES POTTER TO WASHINGTON. 

"Daebey, Oct' 30" 1 1777, 3 oClock. 
" SIR : 

" I have been Round all the ferreys, and taking a vew of 
Carpenters Island the enemy sent over to the Island a large 
Reinforcement yesterday, all the Meddows are under watter 
and the breeches we maid are all opned there Bridge is 
carreyed off by the flud, a part of it is on this side of the 
River which I have Just Hard of at this place, and I will 
go Immedatly and destroy it. I will do every thing in my 
power to prevent there Gating a Bridge across again, and 
live in hopes that your excelancey will send over some Can- 
non and men to command the ferreys. I am of opinion 
that if the communication between the enemy and there 
shiping was cut off the wold be son oblidged to move there 
Quarters, this night I will cut places in the Banks that has 
not been opened yet, and I am In hops it will be Imposable 
for them to get aney provision by Rodalphs ferrey. in Hast 
I am &c 

"Ja s Potter." 

captain lee to washington. 
"Sir 

" I wrote your Excellency yesterday, since which I have 
been active in acquainting myself with the disposition & 
connexion of the enemy on this side the Schuylkill. 

" They have a body of men (not five hundred in number) 
on Carpenters island ; the possession of this post secures a 
constant & ready supply of provision. It is brought up by 
water, from the fleet off Chester, deposited under cover of 
the ships against the chiveaux de frise, & then conducted 
thro' Carpenters island to the new lower ferry, & so on to 
Philad*. If this communication is not interrupted, supplies 
of provisions will be as abundant, as if the fleet lay off the 
wharf of the city. 

" There is a beef trade carried on between the inhabit- 
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ants, & the enemy at a place called Grubs Landing, about 
six miles below Chester. This illicit correspondence came 
to my knowledge but yesterday. I have detached a party 
of dragoons to disturb them; & make no doubt my en- 
deavours to interrupt this connexion, will be effectual. I 
have &c. 

"Hen y Lee. 
" Oct. 31, 1777. 

" N.B. — At present, the communication between the fleet 
& Carpenters island is totally cut off by the inundation of 
the Schuylkill. The fleet are engaged daily in bringing up 
provision to the mouth of Darby Creek, which will be con- 
veyed to Carpenters Island as soon as the roads will admit." 



WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM. 

"Head Quarters, 31 October, 1777 
" Sir : 

" The loss of our heavy Cannon on the North River, and 
the possibility however remote of our losing those which are 
in the Forts on the Delaware, in which case we should be 
totally divested of these necessary opponents to the Bnemys 
Fleet, make it adviseable to remove from Red Bank and Fort 
Mifflin all the large Calibers that can possibly be spared from 
the necessary defence of those posts — to some Place of safety 
where they may be kept in Reserve. Fort Mifflin has had 
an acquisition of Cannon, taken from the Wreck of the 
Augusta, 1 by which this will probably have a superfluous 
number. The Approaching Frosts will effectually stop the 
Blasts of our Furnaces, which is a further cogent Reason for 
making a store of heavy Cannon in case of accidents to our 
Forts. I mentioned in my Letter to General Forman that 
the Crews on board the Galleys should not expose them- 
selves to the fire of the Battery which he thinks the Enemy 
have raised for the purpose of interrupting them — but if a 
Plan which I have suggested to him can be carried into exe- 

1 See Lee to Washington, November 3, post. 
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cution, the difficulty will be removed and a farther acqui- 
sition made of the valuable Article in question. 1 I am &c 

" G° Washington." 



WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL POTTER. 

" Head Quarters, 31 October, 1777 
" Sir 

" As soon as the Schuylkill is fordable, I shall send over 
a large body of Militia to you, for the purpose of executing 
some particular matters. The principal are, to endeavour to 
break up the Road by which the enemy have a communi- 
cation with their shipping over the Islands, if it is practi- 
cable, and to remove the running Stones from the Mills in 
the neighbourhood of Chester and Wilmington. This last, I 
would have you undertake immediately with your present 
force, as I have information that the Enemy are about making 
a detachment to Wilmington, probably with an intent to take 
post there, and secure the use of the Mills. To execute this 
matter at once, you should impress a sufficient number of 
Waggons for the purpose, without letting any person know 
what they are for, and send them under good Officers with 
sufficient parties to the following Mills — Lloyd's about two 
Miles on this side of Chester. Shaw's, about one Mile 
back of Chester. Eobinson's, on Naaman's Creek, and the 
Brandywine Mills. If there are any others that I have not 
mentioned, contiguous to the River, they are also to be dis- 
mounted. Many of the Mills have spare runners, they must 
also be removed. The stones should be marked with Tar 
and Crease, or in some other manner, that it may [be] 
known to what Mills they belong, that they may be returned 
and made use of in future. And they should be moved to 
such distance that the Enemy cannot recover them. If there 
is any Flour in the Mills, it should be removed, if possible, 
after the stones are secured. I am inform'd that there is a 
considerable quantity in Shaw's, particularly, which there is 
reason to believe is intended for the Enemy. It is very 

1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
Vol. xviii. — 31 
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convenient to the Navigation of Chester Creek and should 
therefore be first taken care of. I beg you may instantly 
set about this Work for the reason before mentioned. That 
no previous alarm may be given, let a certain day and a cer- 
tain hour be fixed upon for the execution of the whole at one 
time, and even the officers who are to do the Business should 
not know their destination till just before they set out, lest 
it should take wind. 

"I have yours of yesterday afternoon, and am glad to hear 
that the flood has done so much damage to the meadows — 
endeavour by all means to keep the breaches open. When 
the party that I mentioned in the former part of my letter 
gets down, I hope you will be able to break up the dykes 
effectually. I am &c. 

" G° Washington. 

"P.S. — I have desired Cap*. [Henry] Lee of the light 
Horse to give you any assistance that you may want." x 

WASHINGTON TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL SMITH. 

" Head Quarters, 1 November, 1777 
"Sir: 

" I have this moment received your favor of yesterday, & 
hope General Varnum with the Detachment from this Army, 
have by this time arriv'd to your support, & that your little 
Garrison will, with the greatest confidence & Vigor, exert 
itself to baffle every attempt of the Enemy to reduce it. 
When I last saw Gen 1 Foreman I authorized him to collect 
all the Cloathing, such as Shoes, Stockings, Shirts, Breeches, 
&e% which he possibly could ; & by this Opportunity I have 
requested him to let you have as many of them as he can 
spare for your men, who, I make no doubt must be greatly 
in want of them. You will therefore apply to him. 

" From the Idea I at present bear of the Island on which 
your fort stands, I am of opinion, that, if the upper End of 
it was laid under water it would very much retard any 
operations of the Enemy against you — but whether this is 

1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel Tench Tilghman. 
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practible, or whether opening the Banks to effect it would 
not be productive of Inconvenience to the Fort, I leave to 
you and the Officers with you to determine, & only mean 
to propose it for your consideration. I am &c 

" G° Washington." 1 

WASHINGTON TO COMMODORE HAZBLWOOD. 

" Whitpin, Morris's, 2 November, 1777 
" Sir : 

" Upon maturely considering the nature of the Fortress on 
Mud Island incomplete in such works as would secure it 
against Storm, and investigation what mode of defence is 
best adapted to its deficiency in this respect — it appears abso- 
lutely necessary to keep the Enemy at bay as much as pos- 
sible and confine them to distant Combat — this can only be 
effected by the co-operation of the Fleet under your com- 
mand, or such part of it as may appear to you proper to be 
detached for the purpose. Nothing but the Fire of your 
Vessels and Galleys can prevent the Enemys making a 
descent upon the Island, if they are determined to effect it 
by such a Sacrifice as the importance of the object to them 
certainly deserves. I would advise therefore in case of the 
Enemy's attempting to throw a number of men over in boats, 
not to suffer the attention of the Fleet to be intirely call'd 
off by any concerted attempt which may be made on the 
Chevaux-de-frise at the same time — but to order a sufficient 
number of Galleys to meet their boats and keep up a well 
directed fire, or board them, as circumstances may require 
— in a word every measure should be taken which your 
skill in naval manoeuvres can dictate to prevent them from 
getting footing on the island. A fire of Red-hot balls thrown 
with judgement from a few Vessels, and the Solidity of the 
work itself will be a sufficient security in the meantime to 
the Chevaux-de-frise. If the Enemy can be foiled in this 
stratagem of causing a diversion to your fleet, by cannon- 

1 A letter of this date to the President of Congress is printed in my 
" Writings of Washington," Vol. VI. p. 156. Also letters to Brigadier- 
General Varnum and Governor Livingston, pp. 168 and 169. 
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ading from their ships, and making preparations to clear the 
Chevattx-de-frise, there will he hut one way left them, which 
is to attempt a Landing by night. How necessary the 
Guardianship of the Galleys will he in such Case, must 
be obvious. If a sudden Assault from superior numbers, 
taking the advantage of weak parts, would be dreadful by 
day, when somefh 8 of the Enemys designs is to be discovered, 
how fatal might it be in the confusion of darkness when the 
Guns of the Fort could not be brought to bear. 

" Galleys stationed between the Fort and province Island 
at night are the only Security which the Garrison could have 
in such case against a sudden Descent from the Enemy, 
cover'd perhaps by false Attacks and Demonstration from 
the Shipping. 

" You are the best Judge of the most proper Situation 
for the Galleys. However, if there is no cogent Reason for 
keeping the whole of them on the Jersey Side, it appears to 
me that station* them or part of them where they will be 
within distance for giving immediate Support to the Garrison 
on Mud Island would be turning their Service to the best 
account. 1 

" I am &c 

" G° Washington." 



"Novem. 2 d . About 2 O'Clock in the morning we hear a 
great noise of oars near the Shore of Province Island, and 
the Mouth of Schuylkil — a great number of Troops as far 
as we could judge by their voices, and the noise fil'd off 
upon the Bank towards the Pest-house — at 5 oClock every- 
thing was quiet again. 

" 3. For two days past we had suspected that the Enemys 
Vessels made different turns in the course of the night to 
the Augusta's wreck — either to carry off the Cannon which 
the Galleys had neglected throwing into the water, or taking 



1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 

2 At Fort Mifflin. 
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possession of, or to tow off the Hulk — but they had a more 
important object which they have been permitted to execute 
without interruption — and this morning's daylight dis- 
cover'd to us their two nights' labour — they are raising a 
battery of heavy Cannon upon the hulk which is aground 
on the sand bank, the Galleys do not disturb them in their 
work, which, if they finish it, will do great injury to our 
Fort — where you know there is no Shelter for the Troops — 
it is important to drive them from that particular spot of 
the River, and thirteen Galleys with two floating Batteries 
may do it if they please. 

" As we are in want here of Joist, Pickets, Palisades, and 
even Earth, and as it is impossible to fortify a place with 
water unless one has means to stop it — I went yesterday 
with 20 men to endeavour to get wood on the Jersey Shore, 
but I could get only a few Pickets, of which I shall make 
palisades, if I am permitted to use them according to my 
Ideas. 

" When His Excellency approved my Zeal and my re- 
maining at Fort Mifflin in quality of Engineer, he did not 
give me an order to act in that capacity, and I can only 
advise without being heard. "While Baron Arendt was 
present he understands the Military Art, and my Opinions 
in point of fortification were his — but he is absent, and you 
know there are persons who know a great deal without 
having ever learnt — and whose obstinacy is equal to their 
Insufficiency. However I do not complain of any one, I 
confine myself only to observing that my Zeal for your 
Cause cannot be useful unless I am permitted to display it, 
in a branch which I have studied, on a spot with which I 
am well acquainted, by my own Remarks, and those of 
many other Engineers skilful and accurate men. 

" Honour commands me to do everything in my power. I 
hope to do my Duty in whatever way I am made use of— and 
to die in the breach if necessary — but I will observe only 
that I thought myself employ'd in a different capacity from 
that of a Grenadier." 1 

1 Translated by Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
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LORD STIRLING TO WASHINGTON. 

" Beading Nov' 3 d 1777 
"Dear Sir: 

" Your Excellency's letter of the first Instant, I received 
yesterday, and am happy to find that any part of my thoughts 
on the measures necessary to be taken Coincided so nearly 
with those you had already pursued : and I am in hopes 
they will be amply Sufficient to render abortive any meas- 
ures the Enemy may attempt on the side of Red Bank. 
The objection to the other measure is indeed a very Capital 
one, and the Communication is Certainly better kept up 
from the present position : But it is my duty to inform your 
Excellency no freshet whatever does totally Cut off the 
Communication between tbe two Sides of Schuylkill, for at 
this place there are two rope ferry's with excellent large 
Scows which can carry near an hundred men at a time, and 
move so quick that a Column of Troops would pass at each 
of them as soon as at the best ford at any time ; there is 
also a good ferry at Potts Grove ; I mention this least they 
should be wanted on some future Occasion. I believe Gen- 
eral Howe is in a very awkward Scituation, he cannot 
attempt another attack on Red Bank without detaching a 
larger body than he can spare from his Army, nor will he 
this season be able to advance a Battery on province nearer 
to fort Miflin, in short he cannot cooperate with the JSTavy 
in attacking the forts or raizeing the Cheva. de frize ; unless 
it be by some desperate attempt to storm fort Miflin in Boats 
— but desperation he is almost drove to. . . . 

" Stirling." 

brigabier- general potter to washington. 

" Sir : 

" The enemy brings provision in Boats in the night along 
the side of the Shore, and up the Schulkill about a mile 
above the lowest ferrey, on Saterday evining last there went 
down 30 Boats I think the came up Last night in the Time 
of the flud they maid a voige. 
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" You may be asured that the Enemy are Bulding three 
floting Battereys one at Ougdons [?] ferrey and two about 
a mile above, the lowest ferrey the two letter ones we can 
see Clearly one seems allmost finished the other the Began 
to Nale the plank on last Saterday, if these Battereys are 
once finished, and they have persession of Carpenters Island, 
our fourts and Galleys must unavetable fall into there Hands. 
I can see no way of saving our fourts and Galleys but by 
Immedatly Taking there fourt, and Battreys on carpenters 
Island, which I think can be dun with good Troops with no 
crait Loss if that was dun we coud use there Battrey at the 
pest Hous against themselves and by that Means Defiat 
there intencions — I hope a great part of the mill Stones 
were Removed yesterday as I had sent out for that purpose 
150 men — the enemy are in hopes of gating up there snip- 
ing and has brought up there Bagage as far as Chester. I 
wold Refare your Excelancey to Mess 8 Lytle Hunter and 
Mountgomrey for a more full Account of these Metters — 
they have Been with me in meaking Discovereys. I am &c 

" Ja s Potter. 

"M B WlLLINGS 
"Nov r 3, 1777 

" P.S. — I mount* a gaurd of 100 men at the middle ferrey 
and at Grayes, 30, near Boons dam 50 with a proper num- 
ber of Oflicers. 

" My men have severe duty to do. 

" I have Been Reinforged my Strenth is about 950 men 
with Arms and wanting arms 300 Exclusive of Officers." 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM TO WASHINGTON. 

" WOODBEBRY, 3 4 Nov' 1777 

" Sir : 

"We arrived at this Place yesterday. I have taken a 
View of the Forts, and think them in a good State of Defence. 
The Want of Confidence between the Commodore and Col 
Smith is very great. I shall do every Thing in my Power 
to cause that mutual Support between the Land and Water 
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Forces, which appears very essential for the Security of Fort 
Mifflin. I am not yet fully acquainted with the Ground, so 
as to give your Excellency that satisfaction w ch I coud wish. 
Have ordered Four Cap* 8 , Eight Subs, Twelve Serjeants, 
Twelve Corporils and Two Hundred Privates into Fort 
Mifflin. I shall give that Post a still greater Support, by 
relieving the Invalids. The Enemy are in Possession of 
Billing's Port : Some of their Shipping lay above that Place, 
about Two Miles below Fort Mifflin. In this Situation it is 
impossible for the Commodore to drag for the Cannon &c. 
as mentioned in your Orders of the 31 st ult°. There are no 
more Cannon in the Forts than are really necessary. There 
are no Militia of Consequence in Force here. General New- 
comb has perhaps between one and two Hundred, General 
Foreman is not upon the Ground. I am &C. 1 

" J. M. Varnum." 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL SMITH TO WASHINGTON. 

" Fort Mifflin, Novemb' 3 rd 1777 
" SIR : 

" I have this Ins* the honor to receve your Excellency's 
Letter of the l 8 '. Gen 1 Vernum has arriv'd and will send 
me 200 men this morning. Gen 1 Foreman has some 
Cloathing of small consequence, which I am to have this 
day. We by order of Gen 1 Vernum begin this day to take 
the Inhabitants Cloaths. I fear it will be a very poor Re- 
source — this Garrison must be well cloathed or they will 
perish. I always keep the part of the Island you mention 
under water, and hope now to be able to maintain the Fort. 

" The Industrious enemy turn their Misfortunes to advan- 
tage, these two nights they have been employed in raising 
the wreck of the 64 Gun Ship, and have this morning shewn 
a floating Battery almost compleat. I presume to morrow 
they will open it, unless Gen 1 Vernon [Varnum] takes Bil- 
lingsport from them. I think that one of the most effectual 
strokes that can be struck in our favor, and have recom- 

1 A postscript omitted, as of no consequence. 
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mended it to him, if he takes it, they then will have no 
alternative but storming this Island which they appear to 
be much afraid of. I have the honor &c 

"Sam Smith." 



CAPTAIN LEE TO WASHINGTON. 

" N° 3 d 77 

" Sir : 

" I mentioned to your Excellency in my last let 1 , an inter- 
course subsisting between the inhabitants & fleet near Grub's 
landing. Having received a confirmation of this intelligence 
I pushed down with twelve dragoons & reached the place 
early yesterday morning. At Robinsons mill on Namur 
Creek I fell in with a foraging party ; on the appearance of 
my dragoons the enemy ran without giving one fire. A 
Captain of the Queen's Rangers, a factor from Baltimore 
County & seven mariners & soldiers were made prisoners. 
The Captain I indulged with his parole, till the 10 ins', on 
or before which day, he will wait on your Excellency to be 
farther disposed off. The transports have all moved up 
from New-castle to Chester. They are generally loaded 
with the wounded & baggage ; so that their being ordered 
up, predicts another attempt on the fort, which they suppose 
will be effectual. Major Cuyler, Sir W m Howe's first Aid de 
Camp sailed in a packet the day before yesterday for Lon- 
don — his business is to press Administration for strong & 
early reinforcements. 

" Among the mariners taken yesterday is a mate belonging 
to the Union transport, he informs, that Lord Howe had sent 
orders to the Captains of the transports to send up each, four 
or more of their seamen. What he can want with them is 
not certainly known. I conjecture they are designed to 
mann the floating batteries now building in the Schuylkill. 
It is a certainty from the intelligence received from various 
characters, that the enemy design shortly to make a push 
on fort Mifflin. Their only possible mode, by which they 
can promise themselves success, is their floating batteries. 
In this they may be totally blasted ; if we take possession 
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of Carpenters island. From this post throwing up strong 
works, we most assuredly can put a stop to their favourite 
scheme, & what is of great consequence, co-operate with the 
gallies in preventing those supplies of provision which go 
up by water every night to Philad\ Your Exeell y may rely 
on it, that thirty or more boats, with muffled oars, pass our 
fort & gallies every night to the city. The ships blown up 
the other day were the Augusta, & Merlin sloop of 18 
guns. The Augusta took fire from her own cannonading, 
one L*, chaplain & forty privates perished in the explosion. 
The Merlin being fast on ground was set fire to, by order. 

" There is brisk trade carried on at New-castle. I have 
detached a party of dragoons to that place, with directions 
to visit the several landings on the river, to disperse the late 
resolutions of Congress 1 among the inhabitants, & to assure 
the people, that they will be strictly carried into execution. 
I set out myself this moment with a desire to burn some of 
the enemy's small craft which lay at Grubs landing, under 
cover of an eight gun schooner. Your Excellency's &c 

" Hen t Lee." 
major fleury's journal. 

" 3 d night — a considerable number of the Enemys boats 
pass'd and repass'd in the course of the night, near the Shore 
of Province Island — it appears that this Communication 
between their Fleet and Philadelphia is established, and 
what will surprise you perhaps, is that it is a sure one, there 
being no Interruption on our part — we cannot cannonade 
them from the Fort, the shade of Trees prevents our being 
informed of their passage otherwise than by the noise of 
oars, and firing at sounds would be wasting pretious Ammu- 
nition. 

" 4. The work of the Enemy upon the Augusta's Hulk is 
interrupted by the difficulties which they must have met 
with in raising a Battery on it — I believe however that they 
will make a further Trial, if they know their own Interest. 

" The Enemy's Land-batteries are likewise silent." 2 

1 Journals of Congress, October 8, 1777. 

2 Translated by Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
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WASHINGTON TO COLONEL CHRISTOPHER GREENE. 1 

" White Marsh, 4 November, 1777 
" Sir : 

" I am led to believe from the conversation I have had 
with L* Col Green, that you have made Fort Mercer im- 
pregnable against an assault; and that nothing is to be 
feared but from regular approaches and shells — to guard 
against the first, it would be found necessary to have some 
out works, which time may, possibly, allow you to raise — to 
secure the garrison against the second, some Bomb proofs 
should be constructed. — The first you can easily do, but 
how far the other is practicable I know not, for want of 
competent knowledge of the place — its extent — &c* — I would 
suggest to you however, by way of quaere, whether caverns 
could not be cut out of the Bank below the work, and sup- 
ported (the Earth) by Pillars, would not be the quickest, 
and most effectual method. — If this should be found to 
answer, all your Men, in case of a Bombardment, might be 
concealed in them, except such as should be found necessary 
for Guards. 

"It is unnecessary, I am persuaded, to suggest to you the 
propriety of keeping a sufficn* quantity of salt provision and 
Bread or Flour in the Fort in case of an Investiture — as 
also Wood for Fires and Cooking. I am &e 2 

" G° Washington." 

WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM. 

" White Marsh, 4 November, 1777 
"Dear Sir 

" The Inclosed I had written to Col Greene before your 
favour of yesterday reached my hands. — I am happy in re- 
ceiving so favourable a report, as your Letter contains, of 
the situation of the Forts — I most devoutly wish that the 
exertions of yourself & Officers may be crownd with the 
success that so good a cause, and such labours deserve. 

1 At Red Bank. 2 In manuscript of Washington. 



480 Defences of Philadelphia in 1777. 

" My Letters to Comodore Hazlewood, & Col Green, go 
unopened under this cover, that you may read — seal, & 
deliver them. — If the measure proposed in the Letter to 
Col Green can be carried into execution no time should be 
lost. — I thank you for your endeavours to restore confidence 
between the Com r & Smith. I find something of the same 
kind existing between Smith & Mons r Fleury, who I con- 
sider as a very valuable officer. How strange it is that Men 
engaged in the same Important Service, should be eternally 
bickering, instead of giving mutual aid ! Offic rs cannot act 
upon proper principles who suffer trifles to interpose to 
create distrust & jealousy.— All our actions should be regu- 
lated by one uniform Plan — & that Plan should have one 
object only in view, to wit, the good of the Service. Where 
this is the case, although there may be a deversity of opin- 
ion, there can be no real obstruction. — I hope all these little 
rubs will be done away by your prudent Managem*. I am &c 

" G° Washington. 

" P.S. — What force have the Enemy at Billingsport? Is 
there a moral certainty (with your force) of driving them 
from thence ? If there is, I have no objection to the at- 
tempt ; but wish circumstances to be well consider'd before 
any resolution is come to." 1 



WASHINGTON TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL SAMUEL SMITH. 

" Head Quarters, November 4, 1777 
" Sir : 

" I have received your Letter dated yesterday, giving an 
account of the reinforcement which you expect from Gen 1 
Varnum and the supplies of clothing from Gen 1 Forman. 
It gives me pain to learn that the latter are likely to be so 
inadequate to your wants, but hope that by taking proper 
measures, the Contributions of the Inhabitants will not 
prove so poor a Resource as you seem to fear. 

"Inclosed is a Letter to Maj 1 Fleury, whom I order'd 

1 All but the postscript is in the manuscript of Washington. 
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to fort Mifflin to serve in quality of Engineer, as he is a 
Young Man of Talents and has made this branch of Mili- 
tary Science his particular Study, I place a confidence in 
him. You will therefore make the best Arrangement for 
enabling him to carry such Plans into Execution as come 
within his Department. His Authority at the same time 
that it is subordinate to yours must be sufficient for putting 
into practice what his knowledge of Fortification points out 
as necessary for defending the post. — and his Department, 
tho' inferior being of a distinct and separate nature, requires 
that his orders should be in a great degree discretionary — 
and that he sh d be suffered to exercise his Judgement. Per- 
suaded that you will concur with him in every measure 
which the good of the service may require, I remain &C 1 

" G° Washington." 

WASHINGTON TO COMMODORE HAZELWOOD. 

" Head Quarters, Whitemarsh, 4 November, 1777 
" Sib : 

" Gen 1 Potter and Cap' Lee, who are posted upon the 
"West side of Schuylkill to interrupt the Enemy's communi- 
cation across the Islands, both assure me that they un- 
doubtedly pass by Night with Boats between province and 
Mud Island and into Schuylkill. If this passage is not 
stopped in some measure, it is in vain to think of hindering 
them from getting supplies from their shipping as long as 
the River remains free of Ice. I will not undertake to 
point out to you the mode of doing this, but in my opinion 
the most probable is, to keep small Boats rowing guard be- 
tween the south end of Mud Island and the Pennsylvania 
shore, and a Galley or two under the north end of Mud 
Island, when the weather will permit. If the guard Boats 
make a signal, the Gallies may get ready to intercept the 
Convoy. The Enemy will not ehuse to fire in the dark, 
because there will be a greater chance of damaging their 
own craft, than hurting our armed Vessels, as being greater 
in number. I beg you will immediately fall upon this or any 
1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
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other Scheme, which to you may seem more effectual to put 
a stop to this intercourse. I am &C. 1 

" G° Washington." 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL SMITH TO WASHINGTON. 

" Fort Mifflin, 4 th November, 1777 
" Sir : 

" I wrote your Excellency yesterday — am happy to find 
I was mistaken. The enemy have not constructed a Bat- 
tery on their work as I then expected. I was deceiv'd by 
the water being much lower than usual, which left a greater 
part of the wreck naked. General Varnum's reinforcement 
arriv'd yesterday. Last night about 8 o'clock we were 
alarm'd with the rowing of Boats between this and Province 
Island. We at first conceived they intended an attack, but 
found they passed us with the Ebb, they came out of Schuyl- 
kill and passed along the Shore of Province Island to their 
Shiping, with the flood they return'd up again to Schuylkill. 
We informed the Gallies that lay near us. Unless some 
method is taken to prevent that communication, they will 
without much risk supply themselves with everything want- 
ing from their ships. I have the honor &c 

"Sam. Smith." 

brigadier-general potter to washington. 
"Sir 

" I'm a sorey to Inform your excelancey that the Officer I 
send to the Brandwine Mills has not obay'd my orders In- 
stead of Taking the stons away he has taken the Spinnels 
Bines and Ironnale heads. I was preparing to send a party 
to move the Runners But as it is Hard to get waggans and 
as I am Informed that the Taking these Arteeals answers 
the same end as Removeing the stons, I wait to know your 
Plesure in this matter. I gave writen orders to the officer. 
I will Trey him for disobedance I am oppresed with Bad 
Officers. I wold Rather be a shew boy [?] then what I am, 
if it wold sarve my Countrey as well. I am &c. 

"Ja 8 Potter. 
1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel Tench Tilghman. 
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"Camp, Nov' 5 tt 1777. 

" P.S. — Col : Crafords men are uneasey and wanting to go 
home. I will not detain them. I think I have men suf- 
ficient for all I can do in this place, as the enemy has got 
that new way of carreying their provision." 

WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL POTTER. 

" Head Quarters, 5 November, 1777 
" Sir : 

" I have received your Letter of this morning : and am 
sorry to find that your orders respecting the Mills have not 
been carried into execution. — it is my desire that the Officer 
employed in this business should be put under Arrest and 
tried for disobedience of orders — the parts of the machinery 
which he has removed may be very easily replaced, whereas 
had he followed the directions given him, the end in view 
would have been effectually answer'd. 

" Colonel Crawford's party was order'd to join you only 
for the particular purpose of distressing the Enemy by cutting 
their Banks ; if this service can be done without them or is 
found impracticable altogether, I have no motive for detain- 
ing them. I am &c 

" G° "Washington. 

" As the Corps under your Command will probably be an 
object for the Enemy, you cannot be too vigilant nor guard 
yourself by too many precautions against surprize. I men- 
tion this in consequence of hints given me of their Inten- 
tions — and hope therefore it will have its proper effect." ' 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM TO WASHINGTON. 

" WOODBERRY, 6 th Nov', 1777 

" Sir : 

" Great Manto Creek is situated two Miles and an half 
from Redbank, where it empties into the Delaware. On the 
west side of this Creek is the Promontory Billingsport, for- 
tified, and garrisoned by three hundred Men, made up of the 
seventy first Regiment, and of Marines, according to the 

1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
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best Information I have been able to obtain. On the east 
side of the Creek upwards of a Mile from Billingsport, is a 
small Eminence on w ch the Evening before last, we erected 
a small- Fascine Battery, intending to play upon the Ship- 
ping, the morning following, with one Eighteen, and one 
Twelve Pounder. The Eighteen was overset on the way, 
and could not be got to the Battery 'till two o'Clock in the 
afternoon. The Twelve in the intermediate Time, was 
ply'd with great Advantage upon the Sommersett, a ship of 
sixty four Guns. The Roebuck and a Frigate were soon 
driven from their Stations, and the Sommersett fell down to 
the Distance of a Mile and a Quarter from the Battery, where 
she touched upon the Beach, and was obliged patiently to 
take our Fire. In this situation, the Commodore sent down 
four Gallies, which began their Fire at the Distance of more 
than two Miles. They advanced however 'till the Sommer- 
sett & Roebuck, with a Galley began to discharge their Bow 
Guns upon them, when they immediately retreated. The 
Flood Tide making, floated the Sommersett; but, as there 
was no Wind, she could not get far from us, by w ob 
means she suffered extremely from our Eighteen & twelve 
Pounders. She hoisted Signals of Distress ; the Commo- 
dore came down with a great naval Force, and began a tre- 
mendous Fire, out of Gun Shot, he advanced firing 'till 
some of his Shot reached the Ships. He expended an im- 
mense Quantity of ammunition, &, I am pretty certain, hit 
the large ship once, in her stern ; soon after he retired. 
The Battery discharged, from both Guns, more than one 
hundred and twenty Pounds ; two Thirds of w oh at least took 
place : And as almost every Shot was directed at the sixty 
four, she must be greatly shattered. Capt n Lee who com- 
manded the Guns, behaved perfectly well. Had the Gallies 
behaved tolerably well, the Sommersett must beyond a 
Doubt have fallen into our Hands 1 — Could we be fur- 

1 During this engagement Washington was at the Chew house, in Ger- 
mantown, and, looking from the top, " could discover nothing more than 
thick clouds of smoak, and the masts of two vessels, the weather being 
very hazy." 
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nished with sufficient Ammunition for a Twenty four and 
an Eighteen Pounder, without drawing from the Forts, I 
am confident we should oblige the Shipping to keep down 
the River as low as Billingsport. By \v ch means they cou'd 
not attempt raising the Chievaux de Frise. We should be 
provided with proper Harness & Horses for these Pieces, 
to move them to any part of the Shore at Pleasure. I am 
apprehensive we might do much by throwing up a Battery 
about one Third of a Mile below Billings Port, from which, 
& the Battery before mentioned, we could easily cross fire 
upon every Intch of Channel Way opposite the Mouth of 
Manto Creek, and oblige the Shipping to move farther 
down, liable to be disen[?]ed from our lower Battery ; or 
farther up, when they would probably stick upon the 
Chievaux de Frize, and be in danger from Fort Mifflin and 
the Fire Craft. The great Injury their Shipping would 
receive might probably draw them out from Billings Port 
to attack us — their present numbers we could beat, & by 
that means possess ourselves of their works, should they 
considerably reinforce, w oh I immagine they might occa- 
sionally do from their Shipping, we might loose our Cannon, 
by being obliged to retreat. Billingsport is the key of the 
Delaware, as the Ship Channel is within Musket shot of it. 
I can perceive but one Objection to a Manouvre of this kind ; 
and indeed that is an important one ; Should the Enemy 
attack Red Bank in the mean Time, by landing below 
Timber Creek, which they might do, we could not afford 
that Qarrison timely aid. The Remainder of General 
M°Dougall's Division, could they be spared, would form a 
Counter ballance to that Difficulty. — Col Smith is con- 
tinually complaining of the Remissness of the Fleet. I 
have conversed freely with the Commodore upon the Subject 
of Defence, w c h he ought to afford. He has pointed out to 
me the Plans where he has ordered his Guard Boats and 
some of his Gallies stationed by night. His Plan, if 
spiritedly executed, would sufficiently aid Fort Mifflin, 
and Prevent the Enemy from making a Lodgment in its 
rear. The Commodore says he cannot prevent the Enemies 
Vol. xviii. — 32 
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Boats from passing up and down the River, as they are 
covered by their Batteries upon Province Island and at the 
Mouth of Schuylkill. In short, the Commodore appears to 
be a very good kind of a Man ; but his extreme good Nature 
gives too great a Licence to those under his Command, who 
would obey only from severity, if any such he has, to * their 
Duty. From the Conduct of the Fleet yesterday, your 
Excellency will be able to know my sentiments respecting 
their Prowess. I shall religiously avoid any personal Dis- 
putes myself, where I cannot be of service by them, to the pub- 
lic ; I shall continue however, to create, if possible, greater 
Harmony between the Fleet and Garrisons. — As the > Garri- 
sons have necessarily many sick, we are in great Want of 
some Gentlemen from the Hospital Department, to establish 
a Plan for their Reception , with Medicine and other Articles to 
make them comfortable. Indeed they suffer on that account. 

" I should have mentioned, when speaking of Fort Mifflin, 
that the Enemy were busy, yesterday, in erecting a Fortifi- 
cation upon Province Island, in such a Position as to play 
obliquely upon the Palisadoes. This Circumstance con- 
vinces me that they do not intend a very sudden Attack 
upon the Fort. Should they destroy the Palisadoes, the 
Defence of the Island will then greatly depend upon the 
Gallies ; altho' it will be difficult to approach to the Rear of 
the Work, as the Enemy must pass upon a Meadow w°h is 
very miry. They cannot surmount that Difficulty by laying 
Fascines, unless the Gallies quit the Passage between Red 
Bank and Mud Island intirely. In fine, I must beg Liberty 
to repeat that Billingsport is of far more Importance than all 
the Forts and Gallies put together. This seems also to be the 
concurring sentiment of the Gentlemen here universally. 

" I have not seen Gen 1 Foreman, nor can I learn where 
he is. 2 There are about sixty of his Militia at Red bank. 

1 A word that is illegible. 

2 " General Foreman has to my great concern, & contrary to my warmest 
solicitations, resigned his Commission, upon some misunderstanding 
with the Assembly." — Governor Livingston to Washington, November 9, 
1777. 
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Gen 1 Newcomb is still here, & his Troops may amount to 
two Hundred. I cannot tell their number exactly, and 
believe he cannot. They are badly provided, and can be of 
little Service in any serious Operation. 

" I hope your Excellency will excuse the Prolixity of this, 
& believe me sincerely yours 

"J. M. Varnum. 

" P.S.— 12 oClock. This Moment your Excellency's of the 
4 th Instant comes to Hand. In your letter to Col Smith 
you mention Clothing. Since my arrival, have vested three 
Officers from Fort Mifflin with full Powers of gathering 
Clothing. Have sent them to Salem among the Tory 
Quakers, directing them to procure the Articles necessary 
for the Garrison, giving their Receipts, specifying the Quan- 
tities and Qualities. I should not have presumed upon such 
a measure, but from the urgent Necessity ; & being persuaded 
it was agreeable to what your Excellency had ordered in 
Pennsylvania." 

WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM. 

" Head Quarters, 7 November, 1777 
" SIR : 

" From various accounts I am convinced that the Enemy 
are upon the point of making a grand effort upon Fort 
Mifflin. A person in confidence of one of their principal 
artificers thinks it will be today or tomorrow. No time is 
therefore to be lost in making that Garrison as respectable 
as your numbers will admit, for should the attack commence 
before they are reinforced, it may probably be out of your 
power to throw them in. I think you had for the present 
better draw all the continental Troops into or near Forts 
Mercer and Mifflin, and let what Militia are collected lay 
without, for I am of opinion that they will rather dismay 
than assist the continental Troops if shut up in the Forts. 
Acquaint the Commodore that my informant says there are 
three floating Batteries and some fire rafts prepared which are 
to fall down upon his Fleet at the same time that the Island 
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is attacked, and desire him to keep a look-out and make the 
necessary preparations to receive them. As Fort Mercer 
cannot be attacked without considerable previous notice, I 
would have you spare as many men to Fort Mifflin as you 
possibly can ; for if accounts are to be depended upon that 
is undoubtedly the post the Enemy have their designs upon. 
I am very anxious to hear what was the occasion of the 
heavy firing of Musketry on the Evening of the 5 th . It 
seemed to us to be at Fort Mifflin. I am &c 1 

" G° Washington." 



BRIGADIER-GENERAL F0RMAN TO WASHINGTON. 

" Prince Town, 7 th Nov r 1777 
"Sir 

" Your Exee 1 * 8 fav 1 of the 31' I rec a the 1 st Nov r , and the 
same Morning I rec d an answer from the Council of Safety 
to a Letter I had wrote to Gov 1 Livingston Respecting the 
Conduct of Brig 1 Gen 1 Newcomb. — The Council of Safety 
in their Letter to me enclosed one for Gen 1 Newcomb which 
they assured me contain'd their orders to him to make me 
returns of his Brigade and receive my orders — I Imme- 
diately sent a Horseman to Gen 1 Newcomb with the Letter, 
but rec d no kind of answer from him. — I then wrote a Note 
requesting him to furnish a Number of men to mount Cer- 
tain Guards as were Necessary to insure early inteligeuce 
of the Enemies movements should they make a second De- 
cent on this Shoar as to prevent a Communication with the 
Enemy, and sent Lieu' Colo 1 Laurence with it to Gen 1 New- 
comb. 

" At the Colo 1 * return I rec d a Verbal Answer y' the 
Counsil of safety had no right to give him any Directions. 
Neither woold he furnish me with one Man or receive any 
orders from me — That He had called the Militia together 
without any order and woold if he pleased Dismiss them 
the Next Day and requested he might not be troubled with 
any further Applications from Gen 1 Forman. 

1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel Tench Tilghman. 
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" The Militia from y* Quarter was then Comeing in, in 
Considerable Numbers — it struck me very fully y* by pur- 
sueing any rough measures towards Gen 1 Newcomb, the 
Militia might make a pretence of our Dispute to refuse to 
Assemble & y* it was not Improbable to Conclude Gen 1 
Newcomb woold even Dismiss those y* ware allready As- 
sembled — I thought it very Imprudent to risque either of 
these events at y* critical time — on Considering y 4 part of y r 
Excel 78 Letter of the 31* wherein your Excel y recommends 
my making a Pointed representation of Gen 1 Newcomb's 
Conduct, I come to the Following resolution, Viz*. 

" The Troops y* marched from Monmouth with me ware 
previously incorporated with the Garrison in red Bank fort. 
Those from Burlington I ordered to mud Island as soon as 
They should arrive — Conceiving I could at no Time be 
better spared to make the Necessary representation in per- 
son to the Gov r Counsil & Assembly of Gen 1 Newcomb's 
Conduct & at the same time give the Militia Time to Assem- 
ble — Gen 1 Varnum's being in the Nibourhood allso Con- 
spired to make my Presence less Necessary — On Coming 
to Trentown I found the Assembly had adjourned to prince 
Town — To which place I followed them on Monday — The 
Gov' was not then come. 

" On Teusday Evening he arrived, but too Late to do any 
Business — "Wednesday morning I waited on him Early and 
fully Explaind Gen 1 Newcomb's Conduct — a Counsil of 
Safety was called and a Letter wrote by the Gov 1 with the 
Advice of the Counsil to Gen 1 Newcomb to give me the 
Command as being the Eldest officer — and No farther 
Notice Taken of him. 

" While I was here Two Petitions ware handed into the 
Assembly most unjustly charging me and sundry other Gen' 
with undue practices on the Day of Election & praying 
the Election to be set aside — The Petition was read in the 
House and a Hearing ordered on Teusday next and a Notice 
served on me to attend. 

" I immediately went to the Assembly, Informed them of 
my then situation and requested the hearing might be De- 



490 Defences of Philadelphia in 1777. 

ferred for a few Days until the militia ware assembled and 
put in some order — my request was Denyed. 

" I informed them y' it was impossable for me to do Jus- 
tice to my Command at red Bank, and attend the House on 
Teusday — y* I found myself hurt as a Gen' by the Illiberal 
Charges in the petition — y* my reputation as such might 
suffer should I Neglect to attend — 

" On the other hand my reputation as an Officer might 
be injured by my absence from my post for so long a Time 
as I Conceived my Attendance on their House would be 
Necessary. 

" Y* I knew of no way to save my reputation as a Gen' 
and at the same time to risque nothing as an officer but re- 
signing my Commission — "Which I then Delivered to M r 
Speaker and Left the House — a few Minutes after I rec d a 
Message From the House Informing y* as I had not rec d my 
Commission from Them, they could not receive it and re- 
turned it to me. I went Immediately to the Gov r from him 
I rec d it and returned it to him. 

" Although I have long been Disgusted with the Indo- 
lence and want of Attention to military Matters in the 
Legislature of this State, I was Determined to spin out this 
campaign in my Slavery, untill I found a set of Men Ploting 
by the most unfair Means to stain my Reputation. 

" for I am well perswaded they ment to take advantage of 
my Absence & at a Time when they conceived I woold not 
have been able to attend. — Gen 1 Yarnums being at red Bank 
will I doubt not abundantly supply my absence. 

" I have at pres* no anxiety but y' the steps I have taken 
may not so fully meet your Excel 78 approbation as I could 
wish, & y* I natter myself I shall have it when I have an 
opportunity fully to Explain to your Exce ly my Treatment. 
I have the Hon 1 &c 

"David Forman. 

" N.B. — I This minute rec a good Information y* 36 sail of 
ships sailed from New York and Sandy Hook on the fifth 
of This Inst Supposed to be Gen 1 Clinton." 
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WASHINGTON TO MAJOR-GENERAL DICKINSON. 

" Head Quarters, 8 th November, 1777 
" Dear Sir : 

" I have received your Letter of the 6 th Inst, and thauk 
you for the intelligence contained in it. You will farther 
oblige me by communicating immediately whatever new 
matter of public consequence may occur. 

" The importance of the Post at Red-bank makes it neces- 
sary for us to employ all possible resources in rendering it 
so respectable by the strength of the Garrison, and the 
number of Troops stationed within distance to co-operate 
with it, as not to fear even a more formal Attack than was 
exhibited in the first successless effort of the Hessians. All 
the men in your State that can be spared should therefore 
be collected and march'd to join Gen 1 Varnum. 

" Your present of salt-water delicacies will be the more 
acceptable to us, as they are so great a Rarity, and as I an- 
ticipate the pleasure they will give, I return you my thanks 
for them before their arrival. I am &C. 1 

"G. Washington." 

WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM. 

" Head Quarters, Whitemarsh, 8 Nov. 1777. 
" Sir : 

" Your fav r of the 6 th relieved me from much anxiety as 
it was confidently reported that the firing upon the 5th was 
upon Fort Mifflin. I am pleased to hear of the Success of 
your cannonade against the Shipping, and I am very certain 
if we had more heavy Cannon mounted upon travelling car- 
riages to move up and down the Beach occasionally, that 
we should annoy and distress them exceedingly. To pos- 
sess Billingsport as well as Red Bank is certainly a most 

1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. " I am pre- 
paring a Waggon Load of the Woodbridge Oisters, they are too fresh, 
but are Oisters, as such, hope they will be acceptable, shall send them on 
in a few Days to Head-Quarters, when I shall beg your Excellency's 
acceptance of them." — Dickinson to Washington, November 6, 1777. 
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desirable object, but circumstanced as we are at present in 
respect to numbers it is impossible. In a letter from Gen 1 
Dickinson of the 6 th he informs me that he had ordered two 
detachments of Militia to march from Elizabeth Town to 
Red Bank, one consisting of 160 men ; he does not mention 
the number of the other. I have just seen a very intelli- 
gent person from Philadelphia. He has been conversant 
with many people who stand high in the confidence of the 
British officers of the first rank. He finds from all their 
discourse that a formidable attack is to be made upon Fort 
Mifflin very soon ; if that fails they will be obliged to change 
their quarters, as they find they cannot subsist in the city 
without they have a free communication with their shipping. 
I therefore repeat what I wrote yesterday that you should 
immediately reinforce Fort Mifflin as strongly as possible, 
and give the Commodore notice of the intended attack. I 
approve of the Measures you have taken to procure Cloathing 
for the Troops, and am, Sir, &c. 

" G° "Washington. 

" The inclosed for Commodore Hazelwood, Col Green 
and Lt. Col Smith are from Congress, and as they bear 
honorable testimony of their behaviour hitherto, I beg they 
may be put into their hands immediately. Perhaps it may 
prove a further incentive to their gallant exertions. 1 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM TO WASHINGTON. 

" Woodbbrey, 8 th Nov', J past 5pm 1777 
" Sir : 

" I have to acknowledge the Rec' of your Orders of 7 th 
Instant. The Intelligence you are pleased to communicate, 
I received last Evening, by two Persons who came out of 
Philadelphia yesterday, & by a Spy whom I had in Billings- 
port yesterday, two Hours. — My Acc te give these additional 
Circumstances, That the Garrison at Billingsport consist of 

1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel Tench Tilghman. The in- 
closures were the resolutions printed in Journals of Congress, November 
4, 1777. 
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two Hundred of the seventy first Battalion, 1 & two Hundred 
Marines. That they were, this Day, to be reinforced by two 
Hessian Regiments. That there were four Row Gallies & 
two floating Batteries in Schuylkil ; That an attack was to be 
made upon Fort Mifflin by the way of Schuylkill ; That they 
were to attack Red bank at the same Time, landing just 
below Timber Creek (a fine beach, and no Obstruction be- 
tween that and Fort Mercer) ; that the Troops from Billings- 
port were to move across Manto Creek, at a Signal given 
from Philadelphia, & act in Conjunction with Those from 
Philadelphia, against Fort Mercer; — That they were to 
attack this Day Morning at four, if possible ; If not, the 
first Time they should be Ready — Last Evening, at Ten, 
Sky Rockets were seen on Province Island, w c h determined 
me the Action was about to commence. I took every Pre- 
caution in my Power ; just before Sunsett this Evening, There 
appeared to be a large Number of Men, Horses, & I tho't 
Fascines, passing Schuylkill to Province Island. The Ships 
below fired Guns, w°h were supposed to be Signals. The 
Acct 8 respecting the Enemy's Intended Movements were 
given in the same Manner, by two Prisoners of the second 
Battalion of the seventy first Regiment, whom my Scouts 
captured yesterday, near Billingsport. — I shall send a De- 
tachment this Night into Fort Mifflin, tho' upon my Honor, 
I think that Garrison sufficiently manned. — I have the Pleas- 
ure to Inform you, that we had Guard Boats last night be- 
tween Hog and Province Islands, the Rout of the Enemy's 
Boats, w°h met with, fired upon, & caused them to retreat. 
The Commodore will fix a chain this Night that is already 
prepared with dry logs to buoy it up, & anchors to fasten it 
down, between those Islands. Fourteen Gun Boats will bay 
in the Passage; the Commodore with all his Gallies will 
lay close to the North End of Mud Island, the Floating 
Batteries, & Xebecks to guard the chievaux de Frize, & 
oppose the shipping, should they attempt to advance. And 
the Continental Vessells under Cap'. Robinson's Command 
will lay at the Mouth of Schuylkill, and at the Mouth of 
1 The Scotch regiment, commanded by Simon Fraser. 
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Timber Creek. I have placed the Continental and Militia 
Guards, upon Timber & Manto Creeks. In a word, I am 
perfectly satisfied with the different arrangements, & the 
universal spirit, w°h apparently pervades the whole ; & un- 
less I am too ignorant of military Dispositions, the Great 
Governor of the Universe will give to your Arms Success in 
this Quarter, should the mercenaries attack, as we sincerely 
expect and wish they will ; and to your Excellency, addi- 
tional Laurels ! Pardon me — I write upon the Run, and am 
thinking of many things at once. — The musketry you men- 
tion was the Ecco of Cannon in the Groves. I am &c 

"J. M. Varnum." 

CAPTAIN LEE TO WASHINGTON. 

" No. 8 th 77 

"Sir 

" Mr. Lindsay 1 is just returned from New-castle & has 
brought with him two Prisoners, the one Cap' Nicholas of 
the Eagle-packet, the other Cap' Fenwick of a sloop in 
the service of Government. These two gentlemen being 
fatigued with their ride, will not arrive at Head-quarters 
'till tomorrow. 

" The transports have received orders to furnish themselves 
with six weeks provision, & make ready for sailing with all 
despatch. A french ship laden with arms & ammunition 
lately taken by some of the enemy's cruisers, was the other 
day brought into New-castle harbour. There prevails a 
report in the fleet, that a channel has been discovered which 
avoids the chiveaux-de-frise, & that, the Somersett man of war 
is ordered up to try her success on the fort, by that route. 

" One of the enemy's batteries on the Schuylkill has been 
launched two days past, & another is near finished. The 
mode now pursued by the enemy in transporting supplies, 
to the city, is as follows. They land their provision above 
Jones wharf, near a branch of Eagle-creek, they are carried 
from hence by water to Guien 2 dam, where they again put 

1 Lieutenant William Lindsay, of Bland's regiment. 
2 1 am unable to determine what name this is intended for, as the 
writing is illegible. General Potter speaks of " Giers WarfT." 
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them in boats & readily convey them down another creek to 
the Schuylkill. There is no way of interrupting them in 
this business, but by taking possession of Carpenters Island. 

" Mr. Lindsay acquaints me, that the enemy obtain large 
supplies of fresh provision, &c, from the inhabitants in the 
lower Counties ; his report of this & several other matters 
engage me to wish for an excursion for a few days in that 
country. 

" There is not the smallest intercourse now subsisting 
between the country & Navy from "Wilmington to the Schuyl- 
kill. Your Excellency will please favor me by return of 
the dragoon with your instructions respecting this route. 
Enclosed is a let r found; supposed to be wrote by Gen. 
Grant. I am &c 

" Hen y Lee." 

extract of a letter from major fleury. 

"I have received His Excellency's order authorizing me 
to exercise the functions of Engineer at Fort Mifflin. Since 
my being placed here I think I have neglected nothing to 
gain the Esteem of my superiors, by my constant attention 
I have endeavour'd to second the Zeal, Intelligence and 
Activity of Colo. Smith. 

" I never have undertaken any work without previously 
consulting the Commandant and Principal Officers, and 
rectifying my Ideas by theirs. 

" Colonel D'Arendt entrusted me with the Command of 
the Reserve and Colo. Smith has continued me in it." 

(To be continued.) 



